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WHAT'S GOING AT
EVOLVE MENTORING?
EVOLVE Mentoring Inc. has partnered with Saint Augustine's University, an
HBCU located in Raleigh, NC; to bring life-changing skills to the students on
campus. Through our partnership with the university, students have recently
become a part of the EVOLVE family. Our first cohort, Shawn Lane, a
Business Major from the heart of Raleigh, NC, Darriel Wright, a Biology Major
from Nassau, Bahamas, and Dimargo Bethel, a Computer Information Systems

Shawn Lane

Major also from Nassau, Bahamas are currently serving as student interns.
These students will aid and support to EVOLVE, the MBSK Wake initiatives,
and be loaned out to our community partners to help increase the capacity of
grassroots organizations through volunteerism. The new interns will also gain
life skills training and get real-time professional development to help prepare
them for “the real world”. Help us welcome these new young Evolutionaries to

Darriel Wright

our family!

Dimargo Bethel
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Don't feel like cooking for Thanksgiving?
Here are some local restaurants that will serve you.

Joyce & Family Restaurant
129 N Main St, Fuquay-Varina, NC 27526
Family Styled Buffett - Thanksgiving Day
11 11 A.M - 5 P.M.

BORICUA SOUL
705 Willard St., Durham NC
919-902-0520 or boricuasoulnc.com
This Southern and Caribbean restaurant is offering
takeout dishes for Thanksgiving, including whole
roasted Pernil pork shoulder, mac and cheese, and
collards. The deadline to order is Nov. 21 with pickup
on Wednesday, Nov. 24.

State Farmers Market Restaurant
1240 Farmers Market Dr,
Raleigh, NC 27603
Offering a classic large family
Thanksgiving dinner for takeout with
your traditional turkey, ham, collards,
candied yams, and more. Visit their
website for more information.

BOOK HIGHLIGHTS
ABOUT THE BOOK: Violent longs for the time
when her family was connected before life,
distractions, and technology pulled them away
from each other. They use to gather around the
dinner table with food and love, to make
memories, share their lives, and revel in time
spent together; but now the family has drifted
apart, and nobody gathers around the table
anymore. Can Violent remind her family of the
warmth of time spent together, and gather
around the table once more?

Thanks a Million
By: Nikki Grimes
ABOUT THE BOOK: What are you thankful for?
Your family? Your friends? Your dog? How can
you say thanks? Mrs. Grimes reminds us how
wonderful it is to feel thankful using 16 different
remarkable poems that range from a haiku to a
rebus to a riddle.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Born in Harlem, New
York, Nikki Grimes began penning poetry at the
age of six; Grimes is an award-winning author of
books that are written for children and young
adults. She holds three Coretta Scott King Honor
Book Awards, and one Coretta Scott King Author
Award under her name.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Born in Toronto,
Canada; Peter Hamilton Reynolds is an author
and illustrator of children’s books. He is the CoFounder of an educational media company
FableVision. Mr. Reynolds has also directed
multiples short story films.
Our Table
By: Peter Reynolds

WHAT'S GOING ON IN
WAKE COUNTY
OPERATION THANKSGIVING
Echo Church; Pastor Randy Coggins II & Mt. Moriah
Community Church- Raleigh; Pastor Aaron McNair, Sr are
partnering together to make a difference in the community
during this holiday season!
Planning to serve 300 families in a DRIVE-THRU
Thanksgiving Giveaway on November 20TH; 3 PM to 5 PM
Tower Shopping Center | 3533 Maitland Drive, Raleigh NC
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A historic, vacant building on the campus of Saint Augustine's
University will be brought back to life thanks to a $500,000 grant.
The President of the university says that Hermitage Hall will
become a Student Success Center.
The facility will provide a teaching and learning experience
environment that offers students the welcome feeling.
Hermitage Hall was built in 1914 as an industrial lab for Black
students to learn skills in Carpentry, Masonry, and domestic
work. The building later became an infirmary then a residence
hall before closing its doors in the early 2000s.

FEATURED PARTNER
WHAT IS ACCELERATING MEN ALL
ABOUT?
Accelerating Men Inc. is a non-profit 501 c3 community faithbased organization committed to leading young men ages
10-18 to live a lifestyle that reflects the will of God. We work
hard to educate, train, and cultivate young men to accelerate
into their God-given identity, and to lead by example.
WHAT IS ACCELERATING MEN
DOING FOR THE COMMUNITY THIS
THANKSGIVING?

Marcel Anderson
CEO, Executive Director, Accelerating Men

WHAT INSPIRED YOU TO WRITE
YOUR BOOK?

Through our annual Golden Man Community Service
Thanksgiving Food Drive, we will be giving away over
twenty-five (25) turkeys to families in need throughout
Raleigh and Wake County. The young men enrolled in
Accelerating Men will be assisting with this event. The
volunteer service allows our young men to let their light
shine; learn to be leaders in their communities; and
connect with families in a very beneficial way.

The book was inspired by a forever life-changing experience that happened to me during an ordinary day that
quickly transformed into what could have been the last day of my life. Things were going great for me at the
time. I had launched the Accelerating Men mentoring program and was working on music for my album when
I was suddenly attacked, blindfolded, tied up, and brutalized for several hours. Before that unforgettable day,
I was on the verge of getting the job I wanted. The unfortunate experience eventually forced me to deal with
my life differently from that point. Even with severe damage to my internal organs, I somehow walked away
from that situation with a new perspective on life. “What if I am not physically able to do the things I once
did?” “Should I get revenge for what was done to me?” “How do I move on from here?” “How can I trust
anyone again?” “Why am I living?” “What is my purpose?”
With my book, Still Living: A Victimized Man’s Journey, I share my story to help you understand that no matter
what has happened in your life, you must keep going. The book is designed to bring healing, salvation, and
deliverance from the bondage that the enemy tries to place us in through guilt, shame, difficult circumstances,
and fear. Once you understand that If you are still living and know that the sacrifice has already been made
for your freedom. you are then free and have a purpose in life."

10 TO WATCH

United Way of the Greater Triangle
United Way of the Greater Triangle announced its second cohort of “10
to Watch,” leaders selected for their proven impact within their
communities and a unique potential to shape the future of the Triangle.
The inaugural program was launched in 2018 to address racial, gender,
and resource disparities in local nonprofit leadership by empowering
local communities, amplifying the voices of underrepresented and
under-resourced nonprofit leaders, and preparing the broader
community for these leaders’ continued success. Our Chief Executive
Officer, Ms.Tolulope O. Omokaiye
was one out of ten that was acknowledged.
.

Tolulope O. Omokaiye, MBA

. The initiative invests more than a half-million dollars over two

Chief Executive Officer

years — $25K invested in each leader and organization per year

"There are so many amazing people
and organizations working to make a
positive change in the lives of youth
and young adults, but it's hard to
make a substantial impact working in
silos. EVOLVE's approach is to work
in collaboration with multiple
partners attacking the issue facing
youth of color from numerous angles
from policy change to programming.
We're an organization that brings in
different elements and
methodologies that overlap our core
competencies to help move the
needle. To me it's like a symphony
and our goal is to always play our
part in the solution."

— in ten high-impact organizations in the Greater Triangle led by
Black, Latinx, and/or Woman leaders. In addition, United Way is
collaborating with Leadership Triangle to offer rigorous leadership
development opportunities, including Leadership Triangle’s
“Transforming Leaders” program beginning in September and
“Transforming Teams” program in spring 2022.
10 to Watch is made possible by generous contributions from
corporate partners including Citrix, Coastal Credit Union, Deloitte,
Eaton, F.M. Kirby Foundation, Google Fiber, and NetApp.

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE

LOOKING FOR
SCHOLARSHIPS?
Benjamin F. Ward Scholarship, $10,000 Graduating high school seniors in Wake, Durham, Orange, or
Chatham counties planning to attend a four-year public or private college or university in North Carolina.
Must have a minimum GPA of 2.5 on a 4.0 scale with a demonstrated commitment to community service
and family financial need

Carol Ann Beerstecher Nursing Scholarship, $5,000-$10,000
A resident of Chatham, Durham, Orange, Wake or Person County, North Carolina for at least 12 months,
current nursing student, or has been admitted to a nursing program at an accredited institution in North
Carolina offering an associate or baccalaureate degree in nursing. Must have a proven financial need and
maintain a 2.0-grade point average.

Elizabeth Marie Roberts Scholarship, $8,000Graduating seniors from Northern High School, Riverside
High School, Voyager Academy, or Durham School of the Arts. Must be accepted into any public state
university or college in North Carolina, Watts School of Nursing, or Durham Technical Community College
and have a minimum grade of 2.5 on a 4.0 scale with demonstrated family financial need.

Felicia Brewer Opportunity Scholarship, Up to $80,000This scholarship's purpose is to create a lifetransforming opportunity for immigrant or first-generation students who have overcome significant
adversity, giving them the opportunity to pursue their dreams and improve their lives through education or
training. It will be awarded to students who have attended a Chapel Hill–Carrboro City Schools district
high school.

LOOKING FOR
SCHOLARSHIPS?
GSK Opportunity Scholarship, Up to $20,000U.S. Citizens for a minimum of one year; reside in
Chatham, Durham, Orange, or Wake counties for a minimum of one year; be eligible to receive North
Carolina resident tuition costs; attend a public state university or community college in North Carolina,
and demonstrate the potential to succeed despite adversity as well as an exceptional desire to improve
themselves through further education or training.

iContact Foundation Scholarship, Up to $20,000
1) Have been employed by iContact at any time, 2) be the child (biological, foster, adopted, or step) of an
iContact employee at any time, or 3) be a person living in Chatham, Durham, Orange, or Wake County
who is majoring in computer science, business or entrepreneurship, economics, or marketing and
communications. Scholarship recipients are selected based on demonstrated financial need, community
involvement and leadership, and academic merit.

Jason and Jessica Evans Memorial Scholarship, $4,000Graduating high school seniors at Orange
High School in Hillsborough planning to pursue a four-year degree as a full-time student at any accredited
public or private college or university with a cumulative grade point average of 3.0 or higher, and
demonstrated family financial need.

Joseph Nystrom Working Student Scholarship, Up to $16,000Students in Orange, Wake, Durham,
Chatham, or Alamance counties who are working at least part-time while in school and have
demonstrated financial need.

WAYS TO SAVE BEFORE

CHRISTMAS

Christmas is a time overflowing with
thanksgiving and love; however,
researches have shown that 53% of
people feel stressed financially when
it comes to this time of year.
The last thing you want to worry about
at the end of the year is adding debit
and a credit card balance.

1. Set up a Christmas Savings Account
Have a savings account set up only for holiday uses;
this helps you to make saving money a priority and you

2. Calculate how much you need to save

can track how much you have saved.

. Overspending can always occur.
When choosing a certain type of savings account it's
Start off making a Christmas budget. List the

important to know and understand

people that you need to buy a gift for, then set a

- High Yield Savings Account: This allows you to

budget for each person along with the total

save money online and earn more in interest

amount you'll spend during the holidays.

throughout the whole year.
- Separate Savings Account: Many banks allow you
to have more than one savings accounts that are
connected to your checking account. Easy transfers
can be done with a click of a button.

3. Start earning Gift Cards & Cash back
Save ALL your cash-back and gift cards that you
earn from every purchase made to use during
Christmas shopping.
4. Cut back on expenses

UPCOMING
ACTIVITIES

Take a look at your bank statement and track
your spending. Whether you choose to cancel a
subscription, stop eating out as much, or do
something else find key core ways to save and
cut back on something.

5. Make saving money automatic
The easiest way to save money for Christmas is

EVOLVE Mentoring
Youth Voting Caucus
Life Skill Programs
Community Awards Banquet
Youth Advocacy Initiative
Leaders of Color Restorative
Retreat

to not think about it. By setting up automatic
MBSK Wake Co
withdrawals to another account when you get
paid, you'll find yourself with enough money
saved up for Christmas shopping.

Youth Legislative Day @ NC Capitol
Community Collaborator Collective
Policy Change Initiatives
Capacity Building for Leaders of Color
Leaders of Color Restorative Retreat

Our Supporters & Community Partners

